
The reformer Martin Luther wrote to his spouse with affectionate 
humor: “To my dear lady of the house, Katherine von Bora Luther, 
a preacher, beer brewer, gardener.” Sometimes he addressed her as 

“Lord Katie” or “my dear lady of the New Pig Market.” (There was a hog 
market near Katherine’s garden.) Recalling the story of Adam and Eve, he 
often called Katherine “my rib.” 

Though some pious biographies characterized her as a docile housewife 
keeping busy with her embroidery as she ran the parsonage, Katherine von 
Bora (1499–1552) was in reality a strong, assertive businesswoman. She 
managed an enormous household. Her home, a former monastery, was a 
boardinghouse for university students and guests. Refugees from religious 
persecution could find shelter there. It was a hospital in times of plague. 
Katherine always deferred to Martin publicly, addressing him respectfully 
as Herr Doktor (Sir Doctor), but it is clear that she was the manager of the 
household. Many men thought Katherine was too outspoken, but she was a 
good match for her strong-minded husband. Like Martin, she remained true to 
her convictions, even when the world had different expectations.

Bold women read  

(excerpted from a Gather magazine article by Joy Schroeder)

Katherine, 
morning star

To download a printable PDF of the full article, visit www.gathermagazine.org
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Fall 2016 “When God’s not fair,” by Meghan Johnston Aelabouni: a three-session 
exploration into images of a God who acts beyond our conceptions of 
what’s “fair.”

decemBer 2016 “Advent waiting,” by Sonia C. Solomonson: a devotional focused around 
what wants to be born in you. 

January–april 2017 “Christian faith and Christian freedom,” by Kathryn Kleinhans: this four-
session study looks at Martin Luther’s reformation, which was centered  
in the doctrine of justification by grace through faith for Christ’s sake,  
and why Luther called Paul’s letter to the Galatians “my Katie von Bora.” 

may 2017 An intergenerational Bible study by Valora K Starr. 

Summer 2017 “All anew,” a three-session summer Bible study by Kelly Fryer. 

Fall 2017 “The Creeds,” a three-session Bible study by Julia Seymour.

decemBer 2017 Advent devotional, author TBA 

January–april 2018 “Multiple meanings,” by Mark Allan Powell:  a four-session Bible study 
exploring how people empathize with a variety of biblical characters, apply 
biblical stories in their lives and respect other people’s experiences of 
those stories. 

published 10 times a year, Gather, the magazine of women of 

the elca, offers articles, theological reflections and devotions 

to help readers grow in faith and engage in ministry and action. 

each issue contains a thought-provoking Bible study written by 

one of a variety of pastors and authors from across the church.
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SubScribe today 
for only $15 by calling 

(844) 409-0576 or visiting 

www.gathermagazine.org.
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